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Unsolved issue: Okinawa



Current situation of Armed Forces in the 
Asia Pacific area
Planned move of 8000 US Marines to 
Guam
Movement of US Marines to Okinawa –
some history
Conclusion

Presentation Outline



US Military in Asia Pacific  2002

Total Strength
(oversea)

1.411.200
(237.473)

NATO countries 106.604

Pacific theater 100.243
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Burden on 
Okinawa

75％ Base in JP
(total 31.263ha

Oki 23.360ha)
20％ Land     

occupancy

0.6％ Land Oki/JP

1％ Population /JP



ＵＳ Ｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙ Air Control



Sea Control



Force Strength  25.515             2002
Marine Corps 15.910      62%
Air Force           6.734       26%
Navy                 1.928         8%
Army                    943         4%

(family 22.434)           

Okinawa
Mainland

Land area 23.360ha  20% of island

Marine Corps  75%
Air Force           9%
Army                2%
Navy                1%

75% of total USFJ 

Oki/JP 06%

US military in Okinawa
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Do the Marines favor 
reorganization?



Do Marine really favor Reorganization?

Lt. Gen. John Goodman.

“Why Guam? The answer is because I can‘t 
go to the Philippines,”

“If our alliance with the Philippines would 
allow us to go there, I would move 8,000 
Marines right now to Manila Bay,”
(Chamber of Commerce Hawai‘i military 
partnership conference. Jan.8.07)



Move to Guam could cost Marine 
Corps extra $465M a year

(DOD Inspector General’s Report, 
Mar 12. 2007)

Host Nation Support

http://www.stripes.com/


Budget problem in Guam

Guam's government needs $2 
billion to $3 billion 

Guam has no votes in Congress.

Guam would have trouble 
securing the money. 

January 25, 2008  



Politics 

Nov.１６ ２００３



Inamine:
“We need drastic change”

Rumsfeld:
“we are  in the process of global  
posture review. Can’t talk about 
specific issues nor prospect for
change”

Sec Rumsfeld VS Gov. Inamine



Rumsfeld statement mil 
transformation:

“never put base where it’s 
not welcomed”

“size of forward presence 
does not matter” 



Ｂｅｆｏｒ ｍｅｅｔｉｎｇAfter ・・・



Gifu,Yamanashi       
1950 June
Korea War
1952 Jan
3Div. Activated, 
in CL
1953 Aug
Gifu and 
Yamanashi

1956 Feb
To Okinawa

3Div MC Japan

Okinawa

1956 Marine 
Moved to Camp 
Shwab, Okinawa

1953 MC to 
Japan 

To Okinawa ‘56



Base and Security
1952-’53 Ishikawa Prefecture 

Shooting range at     
Uchinada sand hill.

‘53     Nagano, 
Training field at Mt.   
Asama

‘55      Gunma, 
Mt. Myougi

‘54-’56 Tokyo 
Expansion Tachikawa
Air Field

‘５０ Constabulary
‘５４ July Self Defense Force



1950 Establish Constabulary



Joint communiqué  June 1957
Prime Minister Kisi 
President Eisenhower  

United States welcome Japan's 
plans for the buildup defense 
forces and accordingly withdraw 
all United States ground combat 
forces in Japan. 
US plans still further reductions as 
the Japanese defense forces grow.



1954 
Constabulary  
became
Self Defense 
Force 

Parade in Tokyo 
1958
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New Nago 
City Mayor 
Susumu 
Inamine 
oppose  any  
military 
base 
construction



Summary and Conclusion

Current situation of Armed 
Forces in the Asia Pacific area
Planned move of 8000 US 
Marines to Guam
Movement of US Marines to 
Okinawa – some history
Conclusion



Normandy １９４４



Economical impact

Tourism 

Base Income

Agriculture

Financial Transfer 
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