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This research project collected data on areas of Russo-Chinese cooperation and friction in order to evaluate
the chances for rapprochement or even alliance in the next ten years under the Putin — Xi leaderships. In
coordination with the National Institute for the Humanities Northeast Asia project, buntansha and
kenkyukyoryokusha made presentations on their research directions at a conference in Kokura. These ideas
were then developed further for a symposium held in Sapporo in summer 2018 on “Northeast Asia’s Faultline:
One Hundred Years of Sino/Russian/Soviet Competitive Cooperation” (FFE Ly 7 - L W77 OWr Rk : &
FIZDT=55i4 091 77). In Kaken B’ s final year, results were disseminated at conferences in Japan, the US,
Korea and Europe. Dissemination continues while papers are being edited for a Special Issue of Eurasian
Border Review (February 2020).

The most important analytical result of this project is the conclusion that despite China’s caution about
getting too close to Russia, Moscow’s central involvement in the Belt and Road Initiative and China’s key
military developments, as well as steady support for Chinese assertiveness on the world scene, has led, in a
very short time, to the US shift from thinking of Russia as the main enemy to a stronger unfriendly focus on
China. Although China appears to hold the strong hand, Russia’s long-term interest of pitting the US against
the PRC has made progress.
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Re-imagining the Northeast Asian Theater, 1914-22 (Bloomington, IN: Slavica, 2018), 404 p.

David Wolff, ed., “Special Section on Russo-Chinese Relations” in Eurasian Border Review 10 (February
2020).

Ishii Akira, “How Has Chinese-Russian Partnership Been Constructed?: A Historical View” Eurasian Border

Review 10 (2020).
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