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Great Power Competition and the Survival of Small and Middle Powers:
Perspectives from Eurasia and Beyond

December 4 (Thursday)
9:50-10:00 Opening Remarks

10:00-12:00 Session 1. Great Power Competition: Theory and Current Situation
Papers: Hanna Samir Kassab (East Carolina University) (online)
“Weak States and Spheres of Great Power Competition: Sub-Saharan Africa”
Naoko Eto (Gakushuin University)
“China’s International Strategy in Search of a Winning Path”
Seiko Mimaki (Doshisha University) (online)
“Trump 2.0 and the End of the Postwar World”
Discussant: Hirotaka Watanabe (Teikyo University)
Chair: Michitaka Hattori (SRC)

13:30-15:30 Session 2. The Agency and Strategies of Middle and Small Powers
Papers: Kei Koga (Nanyang Technological University)
“Rise and Fall of Minilateralism in the Indo-Pacific”
Miras Zhiyenbayev (Magsut Narikbayev University)
“Middle Powers’ Agency in the Fracturing World Order”
Tomohiko Uyama (SRC)
“Middle and Small Powers and the Paradox of Decolonization in the Post-Soviet Space”
Discussant: Mie Oba (Kanagawa University)
Chair: Mirlan Bektursunov (National Institutes for the Humanities / SRC)
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15:45-17:45 Session 3. Structural and Qualitative Changes in International Relations
Papers: Ayse Zarakol (University of Cambridge)
“Does the Concept of Middle Powers Make Sense in a World of Strongmen?”
Selbi Durdiyeva (Nottingham Trent University)
“Decolonising International Relations in Light of Russia’s Full-Scale Invasion of
Ukraine: Lessons (Un)Learnt”
Maria Milksoo (University of Copenhagen)
“Contested Peacetiming in Ukraine”
Discussant: Yuichi Hosoya (Keio University)
Chair: Akihiro Iwashita (SRC)

December 5 (Friday)
10:00-12:00 Session 4. Conflicting Strategies of Great and Middle Powers before and during
World War II
Papers: Fumio Kumamoto (Komazawa University)
“Breaking Away from International Cooperationism: Shigemitsu Mamoru's Promotion of
‘East Asian Monroe Doctrine,” 1935”
Marek Kornat (Institute of History, Polish Academy of Sciences)
“Poland and the Idea of Grand Alliance against Nazi Germany in 1939”
Tomoyuki Hanada (National Institute for Defense Studies)
“The Soviet Far Eastern Strategy and International Order during World War 11"
Discussant: Nobuo Tajima (Seijo University)
Chair: David Wolff (SRC)

13:30-15:30 Session 5. Russian Neo-Imperialism and the Reactions It Evokes
Papers: Alicja Curanovi¢ (University of Warsaw)
“The Justice Narrative in Great Power Competition: Russian Messianism Revisited”
Hiromi Komori (Waseda University)
“Resistance to Covert and Overt ‘Imperialism’: The Case of Estonia”
Mitsuharu Akao (National Museum of Ethnology)
“Anti-Russian Policies in Latvia during Wartime and Their Impact on Russian-Speaking
Residents”
Discussant: Yoko Hirose (Keio University)
Chair: Yoko Aoshima (SRC)

15:45-17:45 Session 6. India and Turkey Seek Great Power Status
Papers: Kazuya Nakamizo (Kyoto University)
“Make India Great Again’: Hinduization of India’s Foreign Policy”
Hakan Yavuz (University of Utah)
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“Neo-Ottomanism as Great Power Nationalism: Turkey’s Quest for Autonomy in a
Hierarchical Order”
Fumiko Sawae (Sophia University)
“Hierarchy and Turkey’s Revisionist Power Strategy as a Manifestation of a
Simultaneously (Post)Imperial and Postcolonial Positioning”
Discussant: Chiharu Takenaka (Rikkyo University)
Chair: Manabu Sengoku (SRC)
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https://centraleurasia.org/conferences/annual-conference-cess-2025/

11 B 15H 2025 FE JCAS (MuFFARO>Y Y —2 7 L) ERER - —RRBEY Y
RO REEAS

https:/jcas.jp/seminar/annual-meeting/
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118198 CESS (Central Eurasian Studies Society) 2025GWU Conference
MRYa—2 TV hVKRE
https://centraleurasia.org/conferences/annual-conference-cess-2025/

11 B 20-23 B |2025 ASEEES (Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian
Studies) Annual Convention FA7 /> k> DC
https://aseees.org/convention/2025-convention/

1284-5H ATT « A—ZVTHELZ2— 2025 FELEBEEY VRIY T A
R SRC

2026 &£ |3 B 2528 H ABS (Association for Borderlands Studies) 2026 Annual Conference
77 JV/INA—=F  https://absborderlands.org/meetings/abs-annual-conference/
4H10-12 H BASEES (British Association for Slavonic and East European Studies)
Annual Conference 2026 FA/\—I U HLKZE
https://baseesconference.org

58 28-30 H |ASN (Association for the Study of Nationalities) 30th Annual World
Convention RRIOYVE7KE  https://www.asnconvention.com

5H29-31H |The 13th East Asian Conference on Slavic Eurasian Studies
RAMNKE - BREEMESEY  https://sites.google.com/view/eac2026fukuoka

6820-21H |BAEBBAFR 2026 FEMRAZ REEXKRF
https://www.jacpnet.org/convention/

108308 - |BREERBUAFR 2026 FEMRAR REBEX Y tERRFHS

1MA1H https://jair.or.jp
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£9, 7 APRICERZ#EDYI -7z AT BICELTH, @E S ERESD 2 DDFICH LT,
HWH S T article10 A, review article] ARDFIA, KHEES T 7 ROREAH O . £
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https://src-h.slav.hokudai.ac.jp/publictn/slavic-studies/7 2/index.html
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Olena Nikolayenko, Invisible Revolutionaries: Women's Participation in Ukraine’s Euromaidan
(Cambridge Studies in Contentious Politics, 2025).

Olena Nikolayenko (23 Sep 2025): “Labor’s Repertoire of Contention in an Autocracy: The Case of
the 2020 Labor Mobilization in Belarus,” Social Movement Studies, DOL: 10.1080/14742837.
2025.2562889
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