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Summary

The presentation will look at the career of
Alexander Shiryaev (1867-1941), a supporter of
Marius Petipa’ s choreography which he
helped to preserve. The focus will be on
Shiryaev’ s contribution to the spread of
Russian Ballet in Europe 1908-1914 and his
remarkable pioneering film work in the first
decade of the C20th.
Shiryaev was a dancer-ballet master on the
three tours (1908-10) organised by Edouard
Fazer which took ballets such as Paquita,
Giselle, the Cavalry Halt and Swan Lake to
Stockholm, Copenhagen, Prague and Berlin
along with divertissement dominated by
character dancers. He then became a leading
dancer with
- Anna Pavlova’ s Company (1911-14). At the
same time Shiryaev was finding a variety of
ways of recording dance on film. The Imperial
Theatre rejected his offer to record dances so
he drew them for an animated cartoon,
presented them with puppets and with his wife
performed extracts in a purpose built stage
outside his dacha.
At a time when dance on screen has become so
important and there is growing fascination
with reconstructing ballets, Shiryaev career
deserves reassessment.
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Profile

Jane Pritchard has been Curator for Dance at the V&A, London, since 2006.
Previously she established archives for Rambert and London Contemporary Dance
Theatre (now at the V&A) and developed the archive for English National Ballet. Her
curated exhibitions include Les Ballets 1933, Rambert Dance Company at 75, Serge
Diaghilev and the Golden Age of the Ballets Russes, A Flash of Light: The Dance
 Photography of Chris Nash, Anthony Crickmay: Photographing People and
Performance, Hand in Glove, a performed costume exhibition of the work of Lea Anderson and
currently On Point: Royal Academy of Dance at 100. She has published widely on Rambert, the Ballets
- Russes, late C19th ballet, Anna Pavlova, design for dance and dance archives. She has curated seasons
- of dance films, presented on radio and television, contributed to numerous publications, including the
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, The Annual Register, Dance Chronicle, Dance Research, and
The Dancing Times and lectured internationally. She was a recipient of a Churchill Travel Fellowship
and the Anthony Denning Theatre Research Award. She was awarded an MBE for services to the
arts in the 2014 New Year s Honours and is proud to be a Patron of EADH.
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