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Politics of Ideas Around the Legalization of Surrogacy
in the Czech Republic

MURASE Yusana

This paper examines the recent trends surrounding the legalization of surrogacy in the
Czech Republic. Surrogacy is an urgent international issue as it raises complex questions
related to the legal status of children, family structures, and human rights. While the Euro-
pean Union (EU) is attempting to establish supranational regulations, national policies vary
widely, leaving the surrogacy regulations under the jurisdiction of individual member states.
The Czech Republic has become a major destination for cross-border reproductive services
(CBRYS), attracting clients from Western Europe seeking egg donation and women from
Eastern Europe providing surrogacy services. This paper explores the social, historical, and
political contexts that have shaped surrogacy policymaking in the Czech Republic, keeping
in mind the country's unique position in the broader European regulatory landscape.

Beginning with a comparative analysis of surrogacy regulations across Europe, this
paper demonstrates that the Czech Republic represents an exceptional case, as no specific
legal framework governs surrogacy, and altruistic surrogacy is tacitly permitted. This con-
trasts with the legal prohibitions that prevail in most European states. The paper details the
social context of surrogacy in the Czech Republic, the existing regulatory arrangements, and
the historical development of legislative debates. It argues that, although the use of assisted
reproductive technologies, including surrogacy, has constantly expanded and discussions
about the necessity of legal regulation have occurred, the recent international surrogacy cas-
es have significantly accelerated moves toward legalization. The Operace Spanél (Operation
Spaniard) of 2022 triggered political debates over the necessity of regulatory oversight,
leading to two contrasting legislative proposals in 2023 and 2024 — one opposing and the
other supporting, respectively.

Furthermore, the paper examines how proponents and opponents of surrogacy legaliza-
tion in the Czech Republic conceptualize its regulation or prohibition through semi-structured
interviews. Among the proponents interviewed was Dr. Stépan Macha¢, a representative of
the Czech Gynecological and Obstetrical Society (CGOS). Among the opponents, Zuzana
Ozanova, a Member of Parliament (MP) and one of the bill’s sponsors, who proposed a
complete ban, was interviewed. The interviews focused on two central questions: the partic-
ipants’ views on the current regulatory situation and their perspectives on the necessary le-
gal framework, if any. The analysis revealed that the CGOS regarded surrogacy as a “medical
procedure” and supported its availability irrespective of sexual orientation or marital status,
provided that medical necessity was established. In contrast, MP Ozanova perceived surro-
gacy as an ethically problematic practice, arguing for its prohibition because it entails the
instrumentalization and commodification of women’s bodies, the exploitation of women,
and the violation of children’s dignity. This analysis clarifies the characteristics of surrogacy
policy in the Czech Republic and contributes to the broader discussion of international sur-
rogacy governance.
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